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Dear Ms Comer-Schwartz,

I am writing on behalf of concerned constituents in Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner about
plans to reduce the number of police front counters in London.

The proposals include closures at Hayes and South Harrow police stations, which will leave
residents living in both the Harrow and Hillingdon areas of my constituency without a walk-in
service.

Hillingdon residents have already been let down by the Mayor of London after his decision to
close Uxbridge Police Station, followed by his unmet commitment to reopen it two years ago.
With crime rising in the capital under his leadership, including an 86% increase in knife
offences in a decade, proposals to close the last remaining police front counters in the London
Boroughs of Harrow and Hillingdon seems wholly irresponsible. It also leaves criminals with
conditions to sign on daily with long journeys to do so, increasing the risk of reoffending.

I engage regularly with local police teams, and I am thankful for their continued dedication to
keeping our community safe. Often, I am told by constituents that officers do a good job when
called upon, but getting in touch to report a crime, share evidence or seek advice is difficult
outside of emergencies. This can be especially concerning for vulnerable residents who need
accessible local police, not to have to travel miles to Acton or Hounslow.

I know there is a feeling of deep concern around these proposals, which has been exacerbated
by the absence of engagement and accountability. I would therefore encourage - as a
minimum — for a public consultation to be held, which would rightly provide the opportunity
for those who will be impacted by these closures to have their say.

Kind regards,

David Simmonds CBE MP
Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner
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