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Dear David,

| am writing following the concerns you raised at Prime Minister's Questions on 15 April
about the proposed relocation of cancer services from Mount Vernon Hospital. | apologise
for the delay in replying.

| understand how important it is for patients to have access to high-quality cancer care.

Decisions about the reconfiguration of services are a matter for the NHS locally. These
decisions should be based on clear evidence that patients will benefit from better
outcomes and follow appropriate engagement with local people and communities.

An independent clinical review carried out in 2019, and further independent advice
provided in 2020, concluded that cancer services at Mount Vernon Hospital should be
co-located with an acute hospital to ensure high-quality, sustainable and modern cancer
care. In recognition of the need for change, a consultation was launched in January with a
proposal to permanently move the Cancer Centre to a new purpose-built centre at Watford
General Hospital, a scheme that is part of the New Hospital Programme. More information
about the proposal is available at mvccreview.nhs.uk.

The consultation has recently concluded, and the responses will be analysed locally. It
would not be appropriate for me to comment on the outcome of the consultation, but it is
right that the opinions of local residents and staff are considered before any decisions are
made.

More widely, tackling inequalities in cancer care is a central ambition of the National
Cancer Plan for England: delivering world class cancer care; it commits to narrowing
variation in access, experience and outcomes, including variation linked to geography,
cancer type and deprivation. The plan also sets out a comprehensive programme of action
to improve early diagnosis, strengthen diagnostic capacity, support the faster adoption of
innovation and ensure more consistent provision of high-quality cancer care across
England.

| hope this reply is helpful.
Yours sincerely,
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KARIN SMYTH


https://mvccreview.nhs.uk/

